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ASTRAZENECA IS ONE OF THE WORLD’S 
LEADING PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES WITH 
A BROAD RANGE OF MEDICINES DESIGNED 
TO FIGHT DISEASE IN IMPORTANT AREAS OF 
HEALTHCARE. Backed by strong science 
and wide‑ranging commercial skills, 

we are committed to the sustainable 
development of our business and the 
delivery of a flow of new medicines 
that bring benefit for patients 
and create enduring value for our 
shareholders and society.

ASTRAZENECA AND OUR YEAR IN BRIEF

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

product performance summary $M

DIVIDEND FOR 2008

	 $	 Pence	 SEK		  Payment date

First interim dividend	 0.55	 27.8	 3.34	 15 September 2008

Second interim dividend	 1.50	 104.8	 12.02	 16 March 2009

Total	 2.05	 132.6	 15.36	
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2008 in brief

Sales up 3% to $31,601 million.>>

Crestor>>  sales up 26% to $3,597 million; Symbicort 
up 22% to $2,004 million; Seroquel up 9% to 
$4,452 million; and Arimidex up 4% to $1,857 
million. Nexium sales down 2% to $5,200 million.

Our product portfolio now includes 11 medicines >>
with annual sales of more than $1 billion each.

Sales in Emerging Markets reached $4,273 million >>
for the full year, up 16%. 

Investment in R&D in line with 2007 at $5.2 billion.>>

Core operating profit up 9% to $10,958 million.>>

Core operating margin improved to 34.7% >>
of sales on operational efficiencies in all 
functional areas. 

Core EPS for the full year increased by 8% to $5.10.>>

Reported EPS for the full year increased by 2%, >>
reflecting higher intangible asset impairments 
and a full year of MedImmune amortisation 
compared with 2007.

Dividend up 10% to $2.05 for the full year.>>

Cash distributions to shareholders totalled >>
$3,349 million (dividends $2,739 million; 
share re-purchases $610 million).

Net debt reduced by $1.9 billion on strong cash >>
performance and investment discipline.

Eight significant regulatory life-cycle >>
management submissions; two product 
submissions. Phase III pipeline volume remains 
constant. Phase II pipeline increased by over 
50%. Nominated 32 FGLPs and exceeded our 
target for progressing these into man.

New initiatives extend the scope of restructuring >>
programme to sustain long-term competitiveness.

35 significant business development transactions >>
including extensions of existing agreements.

Summary Judgment Motion granted to >>
AstraZeneca in the patent infringement actions 
commenced against two generic drug 
manufacturers in the US following abbreviated 
new drug applications relating to Seroquel.

Settlement of US >> Nexium patent litigation with 
enforceability of disputed Nexium patents 
conceded. Other patent litigation continuing 
in the US against generic manufacturers 
following abbreviated new drug applications 
relating to Nexium. 

New Code of Conduct launched in over >>
40 languages and all employees trained.

Growth rates expressed above are CER growth rates.

1	Acquired in June 2007.


