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SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION

AstraZeneca				    2004	 2005	 2006	 2007	 2008

Ordinary Shares in issue – millions

At year end				    1,645	 1,581	 1,532	 1,457	 1,447

Weighted average for year				    1,673	 1,617	 1,564	 1,495	 1,453

Stock market price – per $0.25 Ordinary Share

Highest (pence)				    2749	 2837	 3529	 2984	 2888

Lowest (pence)				    1863	 1861	 2574	 2093	 1748

At year end (pence)				    1889	 2829	 2744	 2164	 2807

Percentage analysis at 31 December 2008 of issued share capital

By size of account								        2008
No. of shares								        %

1 – 250								        0.5

251 – 500								        0.7

501 – 1,000								        0.9

1,001 – 5,000								        1.2

5,001 – 10,000								        0.2

10,001 – 50,000								        1.0

50,001 – 1,000,000								        13.6

Over 1,000,0001								        81.9

Issued share capital								        100.0

1	Includes VPC and ADR holdings.

At 31 December 2008, AstraZeneca PLC had 135,790 registered holders of 1,447,481,548 Ordinary Shares of $0.25 each. At 31 December 
2008, there were approximately 52,000 holders of American Depositary Receipts (ADRs) representing 7.36% of the issued share capital and 
146,000 holders of shares held under the VPC Services Agreement representing 17.83% of the issued share capital. The ADRs, each of which 
is equivalent to one Ordinary Share, are issued by JPMorgan Chase Bank.

AstraZeneca PLC

Since April 1999, following the AstraZeneca merger, the principal markets for trading in the shares of AstraZeneca PLC are the London, 
Stockholm and New York Stock Exchanges. The table below sets out, for the four quarters of 2007 and for the first two quarters and last 
six months of 2008 the reported high and low share prices of AstraZeneca PLC, on the following bases:

For shares listed on the London Stock Exchange (LSE) the reported high and low middle market closing quotations are derived from >>
The Daily Official List.

For shares listed on the Stockholm Stock Exchange (SSE) the high and low closing sales prices are as stated in the Official List.>>

For American Depositary Shares (ADS) listed on the New York Stock Exchange the reported high and low sales prices are as reported by Dow >>
Jones (ADR quotations).

				    Ordinary LSE		  ADS		  Ordinary SSE1

			   High	 Low	 High	 Low	 High	 Low
			   (pence)	 (pence)	 (US$)	 (US$)	 (SEK)	 (SEK)

2007	 – Quarter 1		  2984	 2734	 58.78	 53.53	 414.0	 367.5

	 – Quarter 2		  2953	 2567	 59.04	 51.00	 401.0	 354.5

	 – Quarter 3		  2770	 2278	 56.16	 45.56	 374.5	 315.0

	 – Quarter 4		  2589	 2093	 52.47	 42.82	 343.5	 272.0

2008	 – Quarter 1		  2345	 1748	 45.70	 35.50	 296.5	 211.5

	 – Quarter 2		  2289	 1981	 44.57	 39.36	 268.0	 235.5

	 – July		  2468	 2130	 48.55	 43.42	 292.0	 255.5

	 – August		  2693	 2437	 49.85	 47.55	 314.0	 292.0

	 – September		  2766	 2415	 48.95	 43.53	 321.5	 292.5

	 – October		  2630	 2075	 44.76	 36.50	 320.0	 253.5

	 – November		  2888	 2245	 44.38	 34.10	 340.5	 280.5

	 – December		  2807	 2420	 41.12	 35.24	 326.0	 300.0

1	Principally held in bearer form.
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During 2008, AstraZeneca’s share re-purchase programme, which was introduced in 1999, continued with the re-purchase and subsequent 
cancellation of 13.6 million shares at a total cost of $610m, representing 0.9% of the total issued share capital of the Company. The average 
price paid per share in 2008 was 2397 pence. This brings the total number of shares repurchased to date since the beginning of the re-purchase 
programme in 1999, to 376.3 million Ordinary Shares (at an average price of 2661 pence per share) for a consideration, including expenses, 
of $18,099m. The excess of the consideration over the nominal value was charged against the profit and loss account reserve. Shares issued 
in respect of share schemes totalled 4.1 million.

In 1999, in connection with the merger, AstraZeneca’s share capital was redenominated in US dollars. On 6 April 1999, Zeneca shares were 
cancelled and US dollar shares issued, credited as fully paid on the basis of one dollar share for each Zeneca share then held. This was achieved 
by a reduction of capital under section 135 of the Companies Act 1985. Upon the reduction of capital becoming effective, all issued and 
unissued Zeneca shares were cancelled and the sum arising as a result thereof credited to a special reserve, which was converted into US dollars 
at the rate of exchange prevailing on the record date. This US dollar reserve was then applied in paying up, at par, newly created US dollar shares.

At the same time as the US dollar shares were issued, the Company issued 50,000 Redeemable Preference Shares with a nominal value of 
£1.00 each for cash at par. The Redeemable Preference Shares carry limited class voting rights and no dividend rights. This class of shares is 
also capable of redemption at par at the option of the Company on the giving of seven days’ written notice to the registered holder of the shares.

A total of 826 million AstraZeneca shares were issued to Astra shareholders who accepted the merger offer before the final closing date, 
21 May 1999. AstraZeneca received acceptances from Astra shareholders representing 99.6% of Astra’s shares and the remaining 0.4% 
was acquired in 2000 for cash.

Major shareholdings

At 29 January 2009, the following had disclosed an interest in the issued Ordinary Share capital of the Company in accordance with the 
requirements of section 5.1.2 of the UK Listing Authority’s Disclosure and Transparency Rules:

							       Date of	 Percentage
							       disclosure	 of issued 
Shareholder						      Number of shares	 to Company1	 share capital

Capital Research and Management Company						      71,261,060	 25 Jun 2007	 4.92%

Axa SA						      70,934,559	 20 Dec 2007	 4.90%

Investor AB						      63,465,810	 11 Feb 2004	 4.38%

Barclays PLC						      61,721,820	 18 Dec 2006	 4.26%

Wellington Management Co., LLP						      60,565,299	 30 Oct 2006	 4.18%

Legal & General Investment Management Limited					     59,198,535	 12 Sept 2007	 4.09%

1	�Since the date of disclosure to the Company, the interest of any person listed above in the Ordinary Shares of the Company may have increased or decreased. 
No requirement to notify the Company of any increase or decrease would have arisen unless the holding moved up or down through a whole number percentage 
level. The percentage level may increase (on the cancellation of shares following a re-purchase of shares under the Company’s share re-purchase programme) 
or decrease (on the issue of new shares under any of the Company’s share plans).

No other person held a notifiable interest in shares, comprising 3% or more of the issued Ordinary Share capital of the Company.

Changes in the percentage ownership held by major shareholders during the past three years are set out below. Major shareholders do not 
have different voting rights.

							       Percentage of issued share capital

Shareholder					     29 Jan 2009	 31 Jan 2008	 31 Jan 2007	 31 Jan 2006

Capital Research and Management Company					     4.92%	 4.89%	 11.70%	 12.57%

Axa SA					     4.90%	 4.87%	 –	 –

Investor AB					     4.38%	 4.36%	 4.14%	 4.01%

Barclays PLC					     4.26%	 4.24%	 4.03%	 3.20%

Wellington Management Co., LLP					     4.18%	 4.16%	 3.95%	 4.97%

Legal & General Investment Management Limited				    4.09%	 4.06%	 3.43%	 3.32%

AstraZeneca PLC American Depositary Shares (each representing one Ordinary Share) evidenced by American Depositary Receipts issued 
by JPMorgan Chase Bank, as depositary, are listed on the New York Stock Exchange. At 29 January 2009, the proportion of Ordinary Shares 
represented by American Depositary Shares was 7.20% of the Ordinary Shares outstanding.
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Major shareholdings continued

Number of registered holders of Ordinary Shares at 29 January 2009:

> In the US	 794 
> Total	 128,748

Number of record holders of American Depositary Receipts at 29 January 2009:

> In the US	 2,296 
> Total	 2,330

So far as the Company is aware, it is neither directly nor indirectly owned nor controlled by one or more corporations or by any government.

At 29 January 2009, the total amount of the Company’s voting securities owned by Directors and Officers of the Company was:

								        Percentage
Title of class							       Amount owned	 of class

Ordinary Shares							       294,034	 0.02%

The Company does not know of any arrangements, the operation of which might result in a change in the control of the Company.

Related party transactions

During the period 1 January 2009 to 29 January 2009, there were no transactions, loans, or proposed transactions between the Company and 
any related parties which were material to either the Company or the related party, or which were unusual in their nature or conditions (see also 
Note 27 to the Financial Statements).

Options to purchase securities from registrant or subsidiaries

(a)	At 29 January 2009, options outstanding to subscribe for Ordinary Shares of $0.25 of the Company were:

Number of shares				    Subscription price				    Normal expiry date

55,640,140				    1882p – 3487p				    2009 – 2018

	� The weighted average subscription price of options outstanding at 29 January 2009 was 2519p. All options were granted under Company 
employee share schemes.

(b)	Included in paragraph (a) are options granted to Directors and Officers of AstraZeneca as follows:

Number of shares				    Subscription price				    Normal expiry date

2,428,727				    1882p – 3487p				    2009 – 2018

(c)	�Included in paragraph (b) are options granted to individually named Directors. Details of these option holdings at 31 December 2008 are 
shown in the Directors’ Remuneration Report.

	� During the period 1 January 2009 to 29 January 2009, no Director exercised any options.

Dividend payments

For Ordinary Shares listed on the London and Stockholm Stock Exchanges and ADRs listed on the New York Stock Exchange, the record date 
for the second interim dividend for 2008, payable on 16 March 2009, is 6 February 2009 and the ex-dividend date is 4 February 2009.

The record date for the first interim dividend for 2009, payable on 14 September 2009, is 7 August 2009.

Future dividends will normally be paid as follows:

First interim:	 Announced in July and paid in September.

Second interim:	 Announced in January and paid in March.
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Shareview

AstraZeneca’s shareholders with internet 
access may visit shareview.co.uk and register 
their details to create a portfolio. Shareview 
is a free and secure on-line service from the 
Company’s registrars, Equiniti Limited, which 
gives access to shareholdings including 
balance movements, indicative share prices 
and information about recent dividends.

ShareGift

AstraZeneca welcomes and values all of its 
shareholders, no matter how many or how 
few shares they own. However, shareholders 
who have only a small number of shares whose 
value makes it uneconomic to sell them, 
either now or at some stage in the future, may 
wish to consider donating them to charity 
through ShareGift, an independent charity 
share donation scheme. One feature of the 
scheme is that there is no gain or loss for UK 
capital gains tax purposes on gifts of shares 
through ShareGift, and it may now also be 
possible to obtain UK income tax relief on the 
donation. Further information about ShareGift 
can be found on its website, sharegift.org, or 
by contacting ShareGift on 020 7930 3737 
or at 17 Carlton House Terrace, London 
SW1Y 5AH. More information about the UK 
tax position on gifts of shares to ShareGift can 
be obtained from HM Revenue & Customs, 
whose website address is hmrc.gov.uk. 
The share transfer form needed to make 
a donation may be obtained from the 
Company’s registrars, Equiniti Limited, whose 
address can be found on the back cover of 
this document. ShareGift is administered by 
The Orr Mackintosh Foundation, registered 
charity number 1052686.

The Unclaimed Assets Register

AstraZeneca supplies unclaimed dividend 
data to the Unclaimed Assets Register (UAR), 
which provides investors who have lost track 
of shareholdings with an opportunity to search 
the UAR’s database of unclaimed financial 
assets on payment of a small, fixed fee. The 
UAR donates part of the search fee to charity. 
The UAR can be contacted on 0870 241 1713 
or at PO Box 9501, Nottingham NG80 1WD.

Results

Unaudited trading results of AstraZeneca in 
respect of the first three months of 2009 will 
be published on 30 April 2009 and results in 
respect of the first six months of 2009 will be 
published on 30 July 2009.

Documents on display

The Memorandum and Articles of Association 
of the Company and other documents 
concerning the Company which are referred 
to in this document may be inspected at the 
Company’s registered office at 15 Stanhope 
Gate, London W1K 1LN.

Taxation for US residents

The following summary of the material UK 
and US federal income tax consequences of 
ownership of Ordinary Shares or ADRs held 
as capital assets by US resident shareholders 
is based on current UK and US federal income 
tax law, including the US/UK double taxation 
convention relating to income and capital gains, 
which entered into force on 31 March 2003 
(the Convention). This discussion is also based 
in part on representations of JPMorgan Chase 
Bank as depositary for ADRs and assumes 
that each obligation in the deposit agreement 
among the Company, the depositary and 
the holders from time to time of ADRs and 
any related agreements will be performed in 
accordance with its terms. The US Treasury 
has expressed concerns that parties to whom 
ADRs are pre-released may be taking actions 
that are inconsistent with the claiming, by US 
holders of ADRs, of foreign tax credits for US 
federal income tax purposes. Such actions 
would also be inconsistent with the claiming 
of the reduced tax rate, described below, 
applicable to dividends received by certain 
non-corporate US resident shareholders. 
Accordingly, the availability of the reduced tax 
rate for dividends received by certain 
non-corporate US resident shareholders could 
be affected by actions that may be taken by 
parties to whom ADRs are pre-released.

This discussion assumes that we are not, and 
will not become, a passive foreign investment 
company (PFIC), as discussed below.

UK and US income taxation of dividends

The UK does not currently impose a 
withholding tax on dividends paid by 
a UK company, such as the Company. 

For US federal income tax purposes, 
distributions paid by the Company to a US 
resident shareholder are included in gross 
income as foreign source ordinary dividend 
income to the extent of the Company’s 
current or accumulated earnings and profits, 
calculated in accordance with US federal 
income tax principles. The amount of the 
dividend will be the US dollar amount 
received by the depositary for US resident 
holders of ADRs (or in the case of Ordinary 
Shares, the US dollar value of the pounds 
sterling on the date the dividend is received 
by the US resident shareholders, regardless 
of whether the dividend is converted into 
US dollars), and it will not be eligible for 
the dividends received deduction generally 
available to US corporations. If the dividend 
is converted into US dollars on the date 
of receipt, US resident holders of Ordinary 
Shares generally should not be required to 
recognise foreign currency gain or loss in 
respect of the dividend income. They may 
have foreign currency gain or loss if the 
amount of such dividend is not converted 
into US dollars on the date of its receipt.

Subject to applicable limitations and the 
discussion above regarding concerns 
expressed by the US Treasury, dividends 
received by certain non-corporate US 
resident holders of Ordinary Shares or ADRs 
in taxable years beginning before 1 January 
2011 may be subject to US federal income 
tax at a maximum rate of 15%. US resident 
shareholders should consult their own tax 
advisers to determine whether they are 
subject to any special rules which may limit 
their ability to be taxed at this favourable rate.

Taxation on capital gains

Under the Convention, each contracting state 
may in general tax capital gains in accordance 
with the provisions of its domestic law. Under 
present UK law, individuals who are neither 
resident nor ordinarily resident in the UK, and 
companies which are not resident in the UK, 
will not be liable to UK tax on capital gains 
made on the disposal of their Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs, unless such Ordinary Shares or 
ADRs are held in connection with a trade, 
profession or vocation carried on in the UK 
through a branch or agency.
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Taxation on capital gains continued

A US resident shareholder will generally 
recognise US source capital gain or loss for 
US federal income tax purposes on the sale 
or exchange of Ordinary Shares or ADRs in 
an amount equal to the difference between 
the US dollar amount realised and such 
holder’s US dollar adjusted tax basis in 
the Ordinary Shares or ADRs. US resident 
shareholders should consult their own tax 
advisers about the treatment of capital gains, 
which may be taxed at lower rates than 
ordinary income for non-corporate US 
resident shareholders and capital losses, 
the deductibility of which may be limited.

Passive Foreign Investment 
Company Rules

We believe that we were not a passive 
foreign investment company (PFIC) for US 
federal income tax purposes for the year 
ended 31 December 2008, and do not 
expect to be a PFIC in the foreseeable future. 
However, since PFIC status depends on the 
composition of our income and assets and 
the market value of our assets (including, 
among others, less than 25%-owned equity 
investments) from time to time, there can be 
no assurance that we will not be considered 
a PFIC for any taxable year. If we were treated 
as a PFIC for any taxable year during which 
Ordinary Shares or ADRs were held, certain 
adverse tax consequences could apply to US 
resident shareholders.

UK inheritance tax

Under the current Double Taxation (Estates) 
Convention (the Estate Tax Convention) 
between the US and the UK, Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs held by an individual shareholder who 
is domiciled for the purposes of the Estate 
Tax Convention in the US, and is not for the 
purposes of the Estate Tax Convention a 
national of the UK, will generally not be subject 
to UK inheritance tax on the individual’s death 
or on a chargeable gift of the Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs during the individual’s lifetime, 
provided that any applicable US federal gift or 
estate tax liability is paid, unless the Ordinary 
Shares or ADRs are part of the business 
property of a permanent establishment of the 
individual in the UK or, in the case of 

a shareholder who performs independent 
personal services, pertain to a fixed base 
situated in the UK. Where the Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs have been placed in trust by a settlor 
who, at the time of settlement, was a US 
resident shareholder, the Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs will generally not be subject to UK 
inheritance tax unless the settlor, at the time of 
settlement, was not domiciled in the US and 
was a UK national. In the exceptional case 
where the Ordinary Shares or ADRs are subject 
to both UK inheritance tax and US federal gift 
or estate tax, the Estate Tax Convention 
generally provides for double taxation to be 
relieved by means of credit relief.

UK stamp duty reserve tax 
and stamp duty

A 1.5% stamp duty reserve tax is payable upon 
the deposit of Ordinary Shares in connection 
with the creation of, but not subsequent 
dealing in, ADRs. A 0.5% stamp duty is 
payable on all purchases of Ordinary Shares.

Exchange controls and other 
limitations affecting security holders

There are no governmental laws, decrees 
or regulations in the UK restricting the import 
or export of capital or affecting the remittance 
of dividends, interest or other payments to 
non-resident holders of Ordinary Shares 
or ADRs. 

There are no limitations under English law 
or the Company’s Memorandum and Articles 
of Association on the right of non-resident or 
foreign owners to be the registered holders of 
and to vote Ordinary Shares or ADRs or to be 
registered holders of notes or debentures of 
Zeneca Wilmington Inc. or AstraZeneca PLC.
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Exchange rates

For the periods up to April 1999, Astra accounted for and reported its results in Swedish kronor, whereas Zeneca accounted for and reported 
its results in sterling. Consistent with AstraZeneca’s decision to publish its Financial Statements in US dollars, the financial information in this 
document has been translated from kronor and sterling into US dollars at the following applicable exchange rates:

							       SEK/USD	 USD/GBP

Average rates (profit and loss account, cash flow)

1995							       7.1100	 1.5796

1996							       6.7000	 1.5525

1997							       7.6225	 1.6386

1998							       7.9384	 1.6603

1999							       8.2189	 1.6247

End of year spot rates (balance sheet)

1995							       6.6500	 1.5500

1996							       6.8400	 1.6900

1997							       7.8500	 1.6600

1998							       8.0400	 1.6600

1999							       8.5130	 1.6185

The following information relating to average and spot exchange rates used by AstraZeneca is provided for convenience:

							       SEK/USD	 USD/GBP

Average rates (income statement, cash flow)

2006							       7.4472	 1.8265

2007							       6.7692	 2.0003

2008							       6.5130	 1.8728

End of year spot rates (balance sheet)

2006							       6.8824	 1.9626

2007							       6.4051	 1.9932

2008							       7.7740	 1.4437
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Definitions AND INTERPRETATION

Figures in parentheses in tables and in the Financial Statements are used to represent negative numbers.

Except where otherwise indicated, figures included in this Report relating to pharmaceutical product market sizes and market shares are obtained 
from syndicated industry sources, primarily IMS Health (IMS), a market research firm internationally recognised by the pharmaceutical industry. 
The 2008 market share figures included in this report are based primarily on data obtained from an online IMS database.

IMS data may differ from that compiled by the Group with respect to its own products. Of particular significance in this regard are the following: 
(1) AstraZeneca publishes its financial results on a financial year and quarterly interim basis, whereas IMS issues its data on a monthly and 
quarterly basis; (2) the online IMS database is updated quarterly and uses the average exchange rates for the relevant quarter; (3) IMS data from 
the US is not adjusted for Medicaid and similar state rebates; and (4) IMS sales data are compiled using actual wholesaler data and data from 
statistically representative panels of retail and hospital pharmacies, which data are then projected by IMS to give figures for national markets.

References to prevalence of disease have been derived from a variety of sources and are not intended to be indicative of the current market 
or any potential market for AstraZeneca’s pharmaceutical products since, among other things, there may be no correlation between the 
prevalence of a disease and the number of individuals who are treated for such a disease.

Terms used in the Annual Report  

and Form 20-F Information		 US equivalent or brief description

Accruals	 Accrued expenses

Allotted	 Issued

Bank borrowings	 Payable to banks

Called-up share capital	 Issued share capital

Creditors	 Liabilities/payables

Current instalments of loans	 Long term debt due within one year

Debtors	 Receivables and prepaid expenses

Earnings	 Net income

Finance lease	 Capital lease

Fixed asset investments	 Non-current investments

Freehold	 Ownership with absolute rights in perpetuity

Interest receivable	 Interest income

Interest payable	 Interest expense

Loans	 Long term debt

Prepayments	 Prepaid expenses

Profit	 Income

Profit and loss account	 Income statement/consolidated statement of income

Reserves	 Retained earnings

Short term investments	 Redeemable securities and short term deposits

Share premium account	 Premiums paid in excess of par value of Ordinary Shares

Statement of recognised income and expense	 Statement of comprehensive income
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CORPORATE INFORMATION

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE COMPANY

AstraZeneca PLC was incorporated in England 
and Wales on 17 June 1992 under the 
Companies Act 1985. It is a public limited 
company domiciled in the UK. The Company’s 
registered number is 2723534 and its 
registered office is at 15 Stanhope Gate, 
London W1K 1LN (telephone + 44 (0)20 
7304 5000). From February 1993 until April 
1999, the Company was called Zeneca 
Group PLC. On 6 April 1999, the Company 
changed its name to AstraZeneca PLC.

The Company was formed when the 
pharmaceutical, agrochemical and specialty 
chemical businesses of Imperial Chemical 
Industries PLC were demerged in 1993. 
In 1999, the Company sold the specialty 
chemical business. Also in 1999, the Company 
merged with Astra AB of Sweden. In 2000, 
it demerged the agrochemical business and 
merged it with the similar agribusiness of 
Novartis AG to form a new company called 
Syngenta AG.

The Company owns and operates numerous 
R&D, production and marketing facilities 
worldwide. Its corporate headquarters are 
at 15 Stanhope Gate, London W1K 1LN.

MEMORANDUM AND ARTICLES 
OF ASSOCIATION 

Objects
As is typical of companies registered in 
England and Wales, the Company’s objects, 
which are detailed in the Memorandum of 
Association, are broad and wide-ranging 
and include manufacturing, distributing and 
trading pharmaceutical products.

Any amendment to the Company’s Articles 
of Association requires the approval of 
shareholders at a general meeting of 
the Company.

Directors
The Board has the authority to manage the 
business of the Company, through powers 
such as authorising the Company to allot and 
re-purchase its shares. However, subject to 
certain exceptions, Directors do not have 
power to vote at Board meetings on matters 
in which they have a material interest.

The quorum for meetings of the Board of 
Directors is a majority of the full Board, of 
whom at least four must be Non-Executive 
Directors. In the absence of a quorum, the 
Directors do not have power to determine 
compensation arrangements for themselves 
or any member of the Board.

The Board of Directors may exercise all the 
powers of the Company to borrow money. 
Variation of these borrowing powers would 
require the passing of a special resolution 
of the Company’s shareholders.

All Directors must retire from office at the 
Company’s AGM each year and may present 
themselves for re-election. Directors are 
not prohibited, upon reaching a particular 
age, from submitting themselves for election 
or re-election.

Within two months of the date of appointment, 
Directors are required to beneficially own 
Ordinary Shares in the Company of an 
aggregate nominal amount of $125, which 
currently represents at least 500 shares.

Rights, preferences and restrictions 
attaching to shares
The share capital of the Company is divided 
into 2,400,000,000 Ordinary Shares with 
a nominal value of $0.25 each and 50,000 
Redeemable Preference Shares with a nominal 
value of £1.00 each. The rights and restrictions 
attaching to the Redeemable Preference 
Shares differ from those attaching to Ordinary 
Shares as follows:

The Redeemable Preference Shares carry >>
no rights to receive dividends.

The holders of Redeemable Preference >>
Shares have no rights to receive notices 
of, attend or vote at general meetings 
except in certain limited circumstances. 
They have one vote for every 50,000 
Redeemable Preference Shares held.

On a distribution of assets of the Company, >>
on a winding-up or other return of capital 
(subject to certain exceptions), the holders 
of Redeemable Preference Shares have 
priority over the holders of Ordinary 
Shares to receive the capital paid up on 
those shares.

Subject to the provisions of the Companies >>
Act 1985, the Company has the right 
to redeem the Redeemable Preference 
Shares at any time on giving not less 
than seven days’ written notice.

Action necessary to change the rights 
of shareholders
In order to vary the rights attached to any 
class of shares, the consent in writing of the 
holders of three quarters in nominal value of 
the issued shares of that class or the sanction 
of an extraordinary resolution passed at a 
general meeting of such holders is required.

general meetings
Annual general meetings and other general 
meetings, as from time to time may be 
required, where a special resolution is to 
be passed or a Director is to be appointed 
require 21 clear days’ notice to shareholders. 
All other general meetings require 14 clear 
days’ notice.

For all general meetings, a quorum of two 
shareholders present in person or by proxy, 
and entitled to vote on the business 
transacted, is required.

Shareholders and their duly appointed 
proxies and corporate representatives are 
entitled to be admitted to general meetings.

Limitations on the rights to own shares
There are no limitations on the rights to 
own shares.
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GLOSSARY

The following abbreviations and expressions have 
the following meanings when used in this report:

abbreviated new drug application (ANDA) 
A marketing approval application for a generic drug 
submitted to the US Food and Drug Administration.

abbreviated new drug submission (ANDS) 
A marketing approval application for a generic drug 
submitted in Canada.

adjuvant An agent that modifies the effect of other 
agents (for example drugs and vaccines) while having 
few if any direct effects when given by itself; it 
operates like a catalyst in chemical reactions.

ADR American Depositary Receipt evidencing title 
to an ADS.

ADS American Depositary Share representing one 
underlying Ordinary Share.

agonist A substance capable of binding to a 
molecular target to trigger a response.

angiotensin II A hormone that causes blood vessels 
to narrow and thereby raises blood pressure.

antagonist A substance capable of binding to a 
molecular target to neutralise or counteract a reaction.

anti-cytokine monoclonal antibodies (MAbs) 
A group of large molecule compounds which can 
block interactions between cytokines and their 
receptors. Cytokines are a class of signalling 
molecule, used in cellular communication, similar 
to hormones and neurotransmitters preventing 
them from functioning 

AstraZeneca AstraZeneca PLC and its subsidiaries.

biomarker A characteristic that can be measured 
objectively and evaluated as an indicator of normal 
biological, or pathogenic processes, or pharmacological 
responses to a therapeutic intervention.

biopharmaceuticals/biologics A class of 
medicines derived from proteins usually produced 
naturally by living organisms in response to disease, 
for example antibodies.

bipolar disorder Any of several mood disorders, 
usually characterised by alternating episodes of 
depression and mania or by episodes of depression 
alternating with mild non-psychotic excitement.

bipolar I disorder A sub-set of bipolar patients who 
have experienced one or more manic or mixed episodes.

biosimilars Follow-on biopharmaceuticals that are 
biologically similar to an existing medicine.

BLA (Biological Licence Application) Granting 
of the licence certifies that biological product is 
safe, pure and potent; and the facility in which it 
is manufactured meets standards designed to 
ensure that it continues to be safe, pure and potent.

Board The Board of Directors of AstraZeneca PLC.

CAT Cambridge Antibody Technology Group plc.

CER Constant exchange rates.

Company AstraZeneca PLC.

Complete Response Letter A complete response 
is now issued by the FDA when it has completed 
its evaluation of a regulatory submission.

cost growth rates Percentage growth of a particular 
cost category over the comparable cost category for 
the previous year.

depositary JPMorgan Chase Bank, as depositary 
under the deposit agreement pursuant to which the 
ADRs are issued. 

Director A director of the Company.

earnings per share (EPS) Profit for the year after 
tax and minority interests, divided by the weighted 

average number of Ordinary Shares in issue during 
the year.

efficacy The beneficial effect of a drug refers to the 
potential maximum therapeutic response that a drug 
can produce.

EFPIA The European Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Industries and Associations.

EMEA The European Medicines Agency.

Emerging Markets Emerging Rest of World, see 
table above.

Established Markets North America and Established 
Rest of World, see table above.

EU European Union.

finance income and expense This includes interest 
earned and payable, and similar items.

first good laboratory practice (FGLP) The point 
at which a compound undergoes the first pre-clinical 
study that is required for regulatory approval; 
this marks entry into the development pipeline.

first-line therapy Treatment given to a newly 
diagnosed patient, who has therefore not yet been 
treated; it is the initial treatment of a disease, sign 
or symptom.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Part of the 
US Department of Health and Human Services 
Agency, which is the regulatory authority for all 
pharmaceuticals (including biologics and vaccines) 
and medical devices in the US.

generalised anxiety disorder (GAD) A neurotic 
illness characterised by chronic and persistent 
apprehension and tension.

gross margin The margin, as a percentage, by which 
sales exceed the cost of sales, calculated by dividing 
the difference between the two by the sales figure.

MARKET DEFINITIONS TABLE

North America Established Rest Of World Emerging Rest Of World
US Canada Western Europe Japan Other Established Emerging Europe China Emerging 

Asia Pacific
Other Emerging

US Canada Austria
Belgium
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Holland
Italy
Norway
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
UK

Japan Australia
New Zealand

Czech Republic
Estonia
Latvia
Poland
Slovakia
Turkey

China
Hong Kong

India
Malaysia
Philippines
South Korea
Taiwan
Thailand

Algeria
Argentina
Brazil
Central America
Chile
Colombia
Egypt
Lebanon
Mexico
Morocco
Peru
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
UAE
Venezuela

Iceland
Luxembourg

Albania
Belarus
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Georgia
Hungary
Macedonia
Romania
Russia
Serbia/Montenegro

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Brunei
Cambodia
Indonesia
Laos
Myanmar
Nepal
Papua New Guinea
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Vietnam
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Group AstraZeneca PLC and its subsidiaries. 

high-density lipoprotein cholesterol (HDL-C) 
Cholesterol carried in the blood by HDL back to the 
liver, sometimes referred to as ‘good’ cholesterol.

hsCRP A high-sensitivity C-Reactive Protein to 
determine the potential risk for cardiovascular disease 
(measures levels of C-Reactive Protein in the blood).

IAS International Accounting Standards.

IFRS International Financial Reporting Standards.

KPI Key performance indicator.

large molecule A general term used to describe 
pharmaceutical R&D using biology and biological 
methods and materials to discover and develop new 
medicines. Biological molecules are large compared 
with chemical molecules.

LIBID London Interbank Bid Rate.

low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C) 
Cholesterol that is carried in the blood by LDL, 
sometimes referred to as ‘bad’ cholesterol.

LSE London Stock Exchange plc.

MAb (Monoclonal antibody) A large molecule that is 
extremely specific; that is, it binds to and attacks one 
particular antigen. 

major depressive disorder (MDD) Depression where 
five or more symptoms of depression are present for 
at least two weeks.

marketing authorisation application (MAA) 
An application for authorisation to place medical 
products on the market. This is a specific term for 
the EU and European Economic Area (EEA) markets.

Medicare A US health insurance programme for US 
citizens aged 65 or older, US citizens under age 65 
with certain disabilities and US citizens of all ages 
with permanent kidney failure requiring dialysis or a 
kidney transplant. Recently, Medicare began offering 
prescription drug coverage under Part D of the 
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Program.

moving annual total (MAT) A figure that represents 
the financial value of a variable for 12 months.

new chemical entity (NCE)/new molecular entity 
(NME) A new, pharmacologically-active substance. 
The term is used to differentiate from line extensions 
and existing drug products. NCE is a term referring 
to chemical substances whereas NME covers 
all modalities.

new drug application (NDA) An application to the 
US Food and Drug Administration for approval to 
market a new medicine in the US.

NYSE New York Stock Exchange.

operating costs Distribution costs, research 
and development costs and selling, general and 
administrative costs.

operating profit Sales, less cost of sales, less 
operating costs, plus operating income.

Ordinary Shares Ordinary Shares of $0.25 each 
in the capital of the Company.

outcomes study A clinical trial (usually large) 
assessing the effect of a drug in preventing or 
delaying a specific and important medical event 
(for example the occurrence of a heart attack).

parenteral Administered by injection (for example 
intravenous, sub-cutaneous and intramuscular).

Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of 
America (PhRMA) The principal US pharmaceutical 
industry association.

pharmacovigilance The scientific collection and 
evaluation of information from healthcare providers 
and patients relating to the adverse effects 
of medicines.

Phase I The phase of clinical research where a new 
drug or treatment is tested in small groups of people 
(20 to 80) to check that the drug can achieve 
appropriate concentrations in the body, determine 
a safe dosage range and identify side effects. 
This phase includes healthy volunteer studies.

Phase II This phase of clinical research includes the 
controlled clinical activities conducted to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the drug in patients with the disease 
under study and to determine the common 
short-term side effects and risks associated with the 
drug. Phase II studies are typically conducted in a 
relatively small number of patients (usually no more 
than several hundred).

Phase III This phase of clinical research is performed 
to gather additional information about effectiveness 
and safety of the drug, often in a comparative setting, 
to evaluate the overall benefit/risk profile of the drug. 
Phase III studies usually include between several 
hundred and several thousand patients.

placebo In clinical trials, an inert substance identical 
in appearance to the substance being tested, also 
known as a sugar pill.

poly-ADP-ribose polymerase (PARP) An enzyme 
critical to the repair of damaged cells and 
maintenance of cellular energy.

pre-clinical studies Studies conducted before a drug 
is tested in human subjects, and which support and 
help establish boundaries for safe use of the drug in 
subsequent Phase I studies.

pressurised metered dose inhaler (pMDI) An 
aerosol inhaler/puffer device for delivering medicine 
directly into the lungs.

primary care The medical care that a patient receives 
upon first contact with the healthcare system, before 
referral elsewhere within the system.

profit before tax Operating profit, plus finance 
income, less finance expense.

ROW Rest of World.

second-line treatment Treatment administered after 
the failure of, or in addition to, first-line therapy.

Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) US 
governmental agency that regulates the securities 
industry/stock market.

Senior Executive Team (SET) Team of heads of the 
various AstraZeneca functions.

SG&A costs Selling, general and administrative costs.

siRNA molecules Small or short or silencing interfering 
RNA. A class of 20-25 nucleotide double stranded 
RNA molecules that interfere with the expression of 
a specific gene. In this specific case, siRNA is a type 
of anti-viral agent.

small molecule A general term used to describe 
pharmaceutical R&D using chemistry and chemical 
methods and materials to discover and develop new 
medicines. Chemical molecules are small compared 
with biological molecules. 

specialist care The medical care the patient receives 
after being referred by the primary care provider.

sterling, £, GBP, pence or p References to the 
currency of the UK.

supplemental new drug application (sNDA) 
An application made to the US Food and Drug 
Administration to seek approval to market an additional 
indication for a drug already on the market.

TSR Total shareholder return.

UK The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.

UK Combined Code Guidance that sets out 
standards of good practice in corporate governance 
for the UK.

US The United States of America.

US dollar, US$, USD or $ References to the currency 
of the US.

World Health Organization (WHO) The United 
Nations’ specialised agency for health.

XR Extended release.




